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Retrospective Assessment by awb at KI
Overview    
The goal of the Animal Welfare Body (AWB) is to strengthen the animal welfare for laboratory animals. The Swedish Board of Agriculture´s regulation and general advice Swedish SJVFS 2025:28 saknr L151 chapter 5, describes the mandate and duties of the AWB. One of the duties is to follow the development and results on the animal experiments perform at KM animal facilities.
The AWB request all researchers holding an animal ethical approval about to expire to contribute new know-how and expertise they may have gained with the project by submitting a retrospective assessment. The compiled data will help the AWB to identify and formulate general advice for future similar studies and will contribute to implementing the 3R-principle at KI.From L151, 5 Ch. 4 §:
The Animal Welfare Body shall follow the development and result of the animal experiments that are conducted within the operation with regards to the animal welfare effects for the laboratory animals that are used. In connection with this, the Animal Welfare Body shall identify and advise about the factors that further contribute to the 3R-principles.

We would therefore appreciate your help and answers on the below questions. Please send the answers to the awb@ki.se.
For questions, please email the Named Animal Care and Welfare Officer (NACWO, Elisabet Andersson): animalethics@km.ki.se
General information on your ethics License      
Ethical approval including amendments:		Click or tap here to enter text. 
Holder of the ethical approval: 		Click or tap here to enter text.
Refine
Are there any refinements you introduced during the project to reduce harm or suffering to the animals, e.g. group housing instead of single housing, reducing time of single housing, additional or adaptation of enrichment, habituation etc? 
Please refere to the relevant parts of the ethical approval.
Click or tap here to enter text.
did You notice/come up with/introduce/suggest improvements in the procedures you used (e.e. administratIon/sampling routes, surgery, anaesthesia etc)? please DESCRIBE:
Click or tap here to enter text.
Was monitoring of the animals described in the ETHICAL APPROVAL adequate or did you identify experimental steps where monitoring could improve? If Yes, Please specify: 
Click or tap here to enter text.
How many animals had to be euthanised before they reached the experimental endpoint? which human endpoints WERE reached? are there any improvements in experimental design to avoid that animals REACH THE HUMANE ENDPOINT AND need to be euthanised?
Click or tap here to enter text.
Are there any changes in the experimental design to shorten the time animals are in experiment and thus shorten time of possible suffering?
Click or tap here to enter text.

Reduce
Planning the experimental setup and number of animals required.
a) How did you calculate the number of animals required for a specific experimental setup?
Click or tap here to enter text.
b) Did you perform pilot studies to aid you in establishing appropriate group sizes?
Click or tap here to enter text.
c) If the study was shown to be underpowered, what could be improved for future studies?
Click or tap here to enter text.
In case breeding is part of the ETHICAL APPROVAL:
a) Did you identify breeding difficulties in specific strains (if yes, please define the strain/s)?
Click or tap here to enter text.
b) Did you develop specific breeding strategies to optimize the breeding for the needed number of animals with a specific genotype (if yes, please describe)?
Click or tap here to enter text.
	
Which approaches could possibly reduce further animal use? 
Click or tap here to enter text.

Replace
Have you used animal free methods as part of the study under this ETHICAL APPROVAL? if yes, please specify.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Have there been any developments in your scientific field (including development/validation of new in vitro or in silico techniques) which could replace some of the use of animals in your ethicAL APPROVAL? if yes, please specify.
Click or tap here to enter text.	
Humane endpoints.
a) Have any animals reached the humane endpoint?
Click or tap here to enter text.
b) What can be changed to avoid that animals reach the humane endpoint/s?
Click or tap here to enter text.
c) Did you need to adapt the size of the experimental groups to account for this?
Click or tap here to enter text.
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